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tified with the intelligence which it is conceived as
continually contemplating; and its action upon the
sensible world is not regarded as interfering with
its purely ideal life. Further, just because it acts on
the whole material world, and is not specially con-
cerned with any particular part of it, the world-soul is
free in its activity from all the opposition and conflict
of that world; for there is nothing outside the universe
which could destroy or in any way affect it. And
even the particular souls which are included in the
world-soul (Jusk as all intelligences are included in
the supreme intelligence), so long as they maintain
their unity with the world-soul, are conceived as
sharing in its own blessed life. At the same time,
as particular souls, they are regarded as capable of
falling away from it, and becoming bound up with
special bodies, as Plato had already suggested in the
Phaedrus\ and then, though they cannot altogether
lose their connexion with the soul of the whole,
yet they become involved in all the vicissitudes of
the body with which they have become identified.
Their good seems to them to be one with the welfare
of their particular bodies, and they are thus brought
tato conflict with other embodied souls which are
filled with similar desires.

In this way the individuality of the particular
souls seems to carry with it a possibility of evil,
which becomes realised in so far as they are drawn